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19 March 198¢

MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Director of Specianl Activities
SUBJECT: Snow Survey Project

1. This memorandua containe & recommendation for your
approval in paragraph 4.

2. In January 1969, the Environmental Seience Services
Aduinistration (E38A), U.S. Departmeunt of Commerce, submittod
& request to COMIREX through Dr. Donald H. Steininger, White
House, Office of Science Technology, for support im a program,
to investigate the usefulness of satellite photography iz the
assessnent of anow cover. The Committee on Imagery Require-
ments Exploitation of COMIREX requested the cooperation of
the Office of Special Activities. OSA, utilizing tlie assets
of Detachmsent G, agreed to provide T-35 tracker fila coverage
to specific snow areas of the Sierra Nevada ¥ountain Ranges.
ES8A is conserned that abuorsally heavy spnow fall this year
will cauae flooding probleas in Califormia coamunities in lute
Spring. X65A has standard ground based snow measuring devices
in place apd analysis of the T-38 fila may provide a more

comprehensive and accurate forecast of water runoff. ©OS4 _

has provided three rolls of unclassified T-35 tracker film
to Wr. Donald Baker of ZB8£A and will be providing more. Mr.
Baker iz cleared SI and T, TX. He is highly enthusiastic and
appreciative of the pheto results to date and because of the
sarious flood potential that is evident from the photos, hac
requasted a 1 to show selected blow-ups to Gov. Nonald
Reagar of Californin,

3. Although the tracker fila is unclassified and posec
no security problems when limited to study by members of
ESBA, consideration must be given to implications of showing
blow-ups to Gov. Reagan and possibly to the news media.
§§¢:tiuaa are likely to arise concerning the origin of the

otos, ,
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4. Two cover story altermatives are presented for
your counsideration:

(a) Answer initial questions by referring to
the photos as coning from & TEAF reconnsigaance
aircrasft, then if pressed for further details

ing type of equipment or camers utilized,
explain that the equipment i® classified.

(b} Acknowledge truthfully that the snow
photography emmnates from Weather Reconpaissance
Squadron IV at Edeards AFB. This is the published
dessignation of the Agency -2 unit at Edwards.
Ideutify the aircraft involved in taking the
photography as the 7.2, 1Ia the event of questions

ing the type of photographic egquipment utilized
explain that it is classified, However, this infor-
aation shonld not be volunteered. At our initiative,
yeoars age veather photographs deplicting hurricane
eyos were published 'n open literature and, in

t of existing cover stories, ware attributed 25X1A
to U~2 Weather Recomnaimssnce Units. It ‘s
reconmended alternative 4b be approved.

®T w. GAMBINO
Chief, Security Statf,
OBA
CONCUR!:
deieg N
SA/Cover/08A T
Recozmendrtion in Para 4 VED

7

~Foting Director of Speciel Activities
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25X1A 88/08&4
Distri H
# .. 88/0sA
#2 -~ D/SA '
#3 ~ SA/Cover/08A
#4 - S8/08A
#5 - 88/08A
#6 -~ NB/0SA
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